2 Unaware They Were f Directors 


v. Like many of Tongsun 
Park’s business activities, 
the identities of the direc- 
tors the identities of the di- 
rectors of' his primarily 
Washington-based company - 
are a mystery. i" ‘ " 

The company, Pacific De - 
velopment, Inc ., is* involved 
in the Food for Peace rice 
and wheat business to Ko- 
rea, acts as an agent for U.S. 
firms doing business in Ko- 
rea and develops business 
ventures in the United 

States. 

Corporating records in the 
District, where the company 
was incorporated in' 1968, 
list its directors as Robert 
E. Gray, who headS the 
Washington offfice of Hill & 
JKnowlton Inc., a publKTTela- 
flOlisr ^firm; former _R ep. 
Richar d T- Hann a (jJ-Uhlif.); 
fornlefsecretary of the 
Navy Fr ed Ko rth, and Nor- 
’ man L. Laiilen, who. man-.,, 
ages IKS'UeBt'getown Club 


for Park’s company, S uter’s 
Ta vern , Inc.. 

^ut "Gray, Who is some- 
times seen at parties escort- 
ing Rose Mary Woods, for- 
mer. President Nixon’s per-; 
sonal secretary, said he be-, 
came aware that he was 
listed as a director earlier 
this year when Korth men- 
tioned he had just found out 
he was listed as a director. 

According to correspond- 
ence made available by 
Gray, Gray told Park in a 
letter Jan. 30, “Not only have 
I never agreed to serve on 
the board of the corpora- 
tion, I was never asked to 
do so. I have'never attended 
a meeting of the board, nor 
been asked to do so... To be 
frank, I had not even heard 
of the corporate name until 
my recent conversation with-; 
Secretary Korth.” -A*’ 

Park’s company replied 
with a copy of purported 
meetings - of a directors’- 
meeting that - allegedly took 
place Dec. 16, Gray said. 


The minutes, provided by 
Gray, ■ state that Gi'ay, 
Korth, Hanna, Park and- 
Larsen were present. 

“Robert K. Gray and Fred 
Korth stated they did not 
wish to .continue as direc- 
tors and that they wished 
to resign,” the minutes say. 
“Their resignations were ac- 
cepted and they left the 
meeting.” 

The minutes are signed by. 
Park, Larsen, Hanna and 
Milton G. Nottingham Jr., 
ftho*was aliegedlynamed as 
a new director. Nottingham 
is a shipping adviser to Pbrk 
and vice president of an- 
other Park company. Five; 
Star Navigation Co : Notfrng- 
ham-acts-as-^hipping agent 
on much of the Food .for 
Peace rice business to Ko- 
rea!.. 1 

Gray and Hanna said they 
have never attended a direc- 
tors’s meeting. Korth and 
Larsen declined to coin- 
• ment. 


Nottingham said he signed 
the minutes because^he un- ■ 
derstood the matters re- 
ported by them had been , 
the subject of agreements 
among the parties. 

“I wouldn’t say the meet- 
ing didn’t take place,” he" 
said. He said it is not un- . 
common for a small busi- 
ness to prepare such min- , 
utes even though directors 
“may not be physically pres- 
ent.” .Cii 

Asked if he was saying 
the meeting did not take ■ 

. place, Nottingham said, “I . 
think I’ve said enough.” 
f Park declined to be inter- 
viewed. His lawyer, Robert- 
■T. Abies, said in a letter: 
eOnthei matter of directors, -- 
Mr. Park mistook certain 
.preliminary % conversations. 
Corrective action has been 
taken, and he regrets any 
. ' embarrassment " ' caused by. 

. the misunderstanding.” 

—Ronald Kessler 



